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New COUNTER reports for library consortia now available
The advent of the SUSHI protocol ( http://www.niso.org/committees/SUSHI/SUSHI_comm.html ) has greatly facilitated the handling of large volumes of usage data, which is a particular advantage for consortial reporting. For this reason, COUNTER has, with the co-operation of the international library consortium community, developed two new reports for library consortia that are specified only in XML format. These reports, Consortium Report 1 and Consortium Report 2 are described below:

· Consortium Report 1: Number of successful full-text requests by month, (XML only). This report is a single XML file, broken down by consortium member, which contains the full-text usage data for every online journal and book taken by individual consortium members.

· Consortium Report 2: Total searches by month and database (XML only). This report is a single XML file, broken down by consortium member, which contains the search counts for every each database taken by individual consortium members.

  Vendors are not required to provide the new consortium reports to be compliant with Release 2 of the COUNTER Code of Practice, but are urged to provide them where possible. Not only will this allow vendors to provide an extra, valuable service to their library consortium customers, but it will also enable them to gain more experience with handling usage data in XML format, which is likely to become the preferred format in the future.
Further information on the new XML COUNTER consortium reports may be found on the COUNTER website at:   http://www.projectcounter.org/r2/R2_Appendix_H_Optional_Additional_Usage_Reports.doc
and also on the NISO/SUSHI website at: http://www.niso.org/schemas/sushi/#COUNTER , where the XML schema covering these reports is available. 
About COUNTER

COUNTER (Counting Online Usage of NeTworked Electronic Resources) is a multi-agency initiative whose objective is to provide a set of internationally accepted, extendible Codes of Practice that will allow the usage of online information products and services to be measured more consistently.  COUNTER is actively supported by the international community of librarians, vendors and intermediaries, and by their professional organisations.
For further information, please contact Peter Shepherd, Director - COUNTER pshepherd@projectCounter.org
